














5.2 Assess the level of external threats to the ecological, biological,
aesthetic and cultural values of the area (B4.a of the Annex I). See 5.2.
in the AF

In particular:
Pollution problems from external sources including solid waste and those

affecting waters up-current. See 5.2.1. in the AF
(SCORE: 0 means “very serious threats”; 3 means “no threats”)

1

Significant impacts on landscapes and on cultural values. See 5.2.2
(SCORE: 0 means “very serious threats”; 3 means “no threats”)

2

Expected development of threats upon the surrounding area See 6.7. in
the AF
(SCORE: 0 means “very serious threats”; 3 means “no threats”)

2

Please include a prescriptive list of external threats that are of concern and are
evaluated individually.

The surrounding area of the SPAMI is very important for coastal tourism
(Nerja and Almunecar); despite regulations, occasionally the wastewater
treatment capacity is exceeded, resulting in sporadic contaminantion.

5.3. Is there an integrated coastal management plan or land-use laws
in the area limiting or surrounding the SPAMI? (B4.e Annex ). See
5.2.3.

(SCORE :0=No/1=Yes)

1

5.4. Does the management plan for the SPAMI have influence over
the governance of the surrounding area? (D5-d Annex I). See 7.4.4. in
the AF

(SCORE: 0=No/1=Yes)

0
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CONCLUSIONS

This SPAMI site is extremely important in that it has prevented the total
conversion of coastal fringe to hotel, resort, and home development in
Costa del Sol. For a stretch of approximately 12 kilometers, the littoral of
the park is relatively pristine, with only those buildings that were
grandfathered into the park (having been built prior to the park
declaration). The protected area supports a robust population of Spanish
wild goat (Capra pyrenaica), the only population near the sea, and also
some populations of reptiles (e.g. chameleon), seabirds, raptors and
songbirds.

From the marine perspective, the park is neither as large nor as significant
as Cabrera National Park, and marine conservation and management is
not as well-developed as in other Mediterranean sites. That said, the
creation of artificial reefs has prevented illegal trawling in much of the park,
and routine (but unpredictable) patrols have prevented incursions of
commercial (and recreational) fishing boats within the park boundaries
(extending to one nautical mile offshore). Scuba diving is regulated, and
landing on the coast or beaches from offshore is prohibited. Scuba diving
pressures appear to have decreased in recent years, as the nine scuba
operators formerly accessing the park have been reduced to only one.

One issue concerning the occurrence and health of the seagrasses is the
occasional sediment-loading that occurs following torrential rains. Although
there is riparian buffer and a small wetland at the mouth of the Rio Miel,
rainwater cascading down the valley overpowers the vegetation and
results in a great amount of sediment loading, as well as dumping of
debris (including cars, washing machines, etc.). Regional authorities are
considering building a dike to mitigate these catastrophic effects, spurred
in large part by the recent building of the autopista (four lane highway).

Park patrol agents have the authority of the law and can penalize those
who do not abide by park regulations. Patrolling from the tops of the cliffs
(using binoculars) is done every day, with a minimum of one patrol agent
(maximum four, as needed).

Visitor management must be commended. That the park was able to
restrict vehicle traffic to the beaches (roads already in), and to the two
bar/restaurants operating summer, is a significant accomplishment, given
the pressure that local people must have exerted to keep the roads open.
The park provides small autobus service to two of the beaches in summer.
Public education is limited — there is no visitor's center, and signage,
though present at all beaches, does little to explain the natural value of the
site. With the surrounding region supporting a population of almost half a
million people, there is much potential for expanding environmental
education using Maro Cerro Gordo as a focal site.
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Nonetheless, in the height of the season, there is a staff of 40 volunteers
from NGOs as well as retired people to help with education and outreach.
There is also an excellent guidebook entitled, “Itinarios del Paraje Natural
Acantilados de Maro-Cerro Gordo” prepared by the Consejeria de Medio
Ambiente, Junta de Andalusia. If a visitor's center is created in the future
for the park, this professional guidebook should be made available to all
visitors. Furthermore, the Aula del Mar de Malaga, located in the port area
of Malaga, performs public education and increases visitor interest in the
marine life of the region, including sea turtles (which are actively
rehabilitated there). The facility works to make strong connections
between what the visitors see in exhibits and in the rehabilitation center,
and the existence of the Acantilados de Maro-Cerro Gordo park.

The park operating budget is sufficient for the monitoring, surveillance,
research, and public outreach activities that are being undertaken. High
quality scientific research and improvement of marine habitat is
guaranteed through the EU LIFE project. However, when the LIFE
program terminates in 2013, the park management will have to find
alternative funding for maintenance of artificial reefs, as well as the
scientific research being undertaken in the marine environments, at least
at the scale done currently.

One challenge that will remain is the fact that all of the property within park
boundaries is privately held. Purchasing these properties at fair market
value would be impossible, so the park must make do with managing, but
not owning, the land.

Finally, an integrated management plan is being developed, and though
not within the SPAMI stipulated timeline of three years from time of
nomination, the plan will undoubtedly be comprehensive, professional, and
effective.
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